From Michael Rosenberg, MD, President of MSSNY:

 

Dear Colleagues:  
  
   This week, I write to you on two very important issues:  
  
   On Tuesday, Governor Paterson spoke to all New Yorkers regarding the dire financial circumstances in the State that affect us all.  He reported that the State faces a budget year 2009-2010 deficit of over $6 billion dollar.  This projection has skyrocketed by over 20% in just 90 days.  Governor Paterson has called the Legislature back into special session on Tuesday, August 19 to address the situation.  
  
     I have already communicated with the Governor that as "co-guardians" of New Yorkers' welfare, the Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY) stands with him as he aggressively attempts to tackle this awesome fiscal challenge.  In doing so, we also stand with the Governor on his continuing commitment to ensure that all New Yorkers maintain ready access to quality health care services wherever they live and whatever their socio-economic status.  
  
      Today, I also write to you to report on the status of a second very important issue:  Medical Liability Reform and Premium Relief.  As you recall, as June drew to a close, every New York physician was staring at a combined premium increase and/or surcharge of at least 10%.  On July 1, Governor Paterson and Insurance Superintendent Dinallo took the almost unprecedented step of deferring their decisions on rate increases and surcharges to allow us more time to negotiate a solution.   
  
      Here we are at the beginning of August and several things are evident:  

· The Governor and Superintendent's unprecedented action did not happen by accident.  It happened because of you and your decision to be heard on this issue.  

· We have maintained the status quo and your rates have not increased.  This result is substantial, bordering on amazing, given the State's fiscal predicament; 

· Our discussions with the Governor, Superintendent and Legislative Leaders continue.  We are making slow but steady progress.  

· The paid media war chest that we began building over three years ago, over $1.3 million, is being rapidly depleted.  Your money has been well spent:  From our very successful Legislative Day in March where over 2000 physicians participated; to our bill boards that appeared downstate and in Albany; to our radio spots that continue to garner rave reviews and much attention, MSSNY continues to effectively communicate the dire consequences that will continue to occur if the State Legislature does not act to solve New York's medical liability crisis. 

Our campaign continues to gather support in the media, both paid through our liability fund, and "free" in articles and editorials (see links below)... 

New York Post 
New York Sun 
lohud.com 

We intend to keep the pressure up, and will continue reaching out to our legislators and Governor in anticipation of their return to Albany in mid August...
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