Help Prevent Medicare Cut Scheduled for January 1, 2008
From MSSNY:

 

On the Medicare front, I have both good news to report to you as well as bad news. 

The good news is there is agreement by both political parties in Washington of the need to prevent the impending disastrous 10% cut in physician Medicare reimbursement before it would take effect this January 1. The bad news is that the House, Senate and the President have yet to get beyond differences to enact legislation to prevent the cut. Some have identified the overpayments to Medicare managed care plans as the source of funds to pay for preventing the physician Medicare cut. Cuts to these managed care plans, however, have been opposed by the White House, who has instead suggested cutting the payments to other Medicare providers. 

Ours is not the only issue for which an agreement remains elusive. Time is growing short. There are a whole host of federal Budget issues that literally must be decided in the next few days. It is possible that the SGR issue be part of the Omnibus Budget package or the Alternative Minimum Tax package which Congress must pass before recess. Unfortunately, the physicians of New York and indeed, all of the US, have become pawns in a giant chess match. Neither we nor our patients can stand for this. Not with the enormous liability insurance costs we now bear, and which threaten to grow far more in 2008.

In this regard, physicians must continue to contact Senators Schumer and Clinton, as well as their respective member of the House of Representatives, to urge that legislation be enacted before the end of the year that will prevent the cut from going effect and instead provides an increase. Moreover, in addition to preventing the cut, we need to highlight that the Congress and the President need to address the issue in a way that prevents the problem from becoming even deeper in future years. Please use the AMA hotline, 1-800-833-6354, to convey your message. 

Remember, even if you have already made your phone call to the hotline, now is the time to do it again...and ask your fellow physicians to also make the call. They really do count. 
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