UPDATE ON NYSGE IPA/PROPOSED GEN NETWORK AS OF 10/10/08
Since our meeting held on September 25, 2008 regarding Office Based Surgery and Facility Fee Issues and recent follow-up, we have received an extremely positive response to our IPA Formation Proposal.  We already have seventy-five (75%) of the target number to launch the proposed IPA, with a number of practices that have also indicated their interest and intention to join.    

We wanted to remind you of the upcoming deadline to receive the preferred annual membership fee.   As well, there will be other benefits of early commitment to the proposed IPA, including potential selection on the Executive Committee, potential selection on committees addressing corporate structure and voting rights of the proposed IPA, and likely selection for any pilot programs for the carriers.  Consultants on behalf of the proposed IPA have already reached out to a major insurance carrier with a large presence in New York regarding endoscopy services (including anesthesia and procedure) and have received an extremely positive response. 

For those practices and/or physicians who have already committed to the proposed IPA, you will have your own liaison from the proposed IPA.  This liaison will be contacting you regarding the following information:

1) Name of the practice and physicians in the practice, and how many GIs in the group currently practice, so as to ensure that we have the group’s name and the individual physicians within the group;

2) A breakdown of the total number of endoscopies done annually;

3) A breakdown by carrier of the procedures (subtotals of endoscopy by carrier); 

4) Current fees that the group or physician is receiving, including the fees for endoscopy, anesthesia, pathology, biopsy, facility or technical fees and any other fees received from the carrier.  This information will not and must not be shared with any other IPA Member.  

For those of you who have not yet committed to the IPA, when you do, you will be contacted by the proposed IPA liaison for this information as well.

We are available to answer any questions you may have about the proposed IPA.  Please feel free to contact Scott I. Einiger at 212-279-9200, ext. 325 or Stacy A. Steinberg at 212-279-9200, ext. 323 with any questions, or for any further assistance.  We have attached the IPA Proposal sent last week for your review.

We are very optimistic about moving forward with the proposed IPA and look forward to increasing our membership very shortly.
