Medical Society Success: Medical Liability Rates Frozen
As Notified by the New York County Medical Society
Governor David Paterson and the New York State Legislature have approved a bill that would prohibit any increase in medical liability premiums during the period between July 1, 2008, and June 30, 2009. In addition, the bill prohibits for this time period the imposition of any surcharge on premiums to satisfy any deficiencies occurring because of inadequate premiums in prior years.  

New York’s physicians will have a 0% premium increase for 2008 – 2009.  After looking at a possible surcharge for physicians and double–digit increases, members of the Medical Society of the State of New York, New York County Medical Society, and its sister societies can take pride in the fact that a massive effort saved the day.  It began in March when five buses from New York County alone joined doctors around the State for an Albany protest.  It continued as so many of our members made local visits, called and e–mailed legislators, and made sure that the issue did not go away. 

Society leaders and other key contacts continued to talk to the Manhattan delegation and reminded them that even if we couldn’t agree on some aspects of a solution, we could agree that physicians would not be able to continue serving patients with such onerous rates. 

In his comments on the legislation, Governor Paterson stated that the stabilized premiums would provide “the Executive, the Legislature and stakeholders with additional time to develop long–term solutions to this complex problem. Doing so would also avoid a significant financial burden on physicians in the short term.”

The final message. We are not done. Thanks to all our members who showed what collective action can accomplish.   Tell your non–member colleagues we need them to join in the fight.  Tell your legislators, “Thank you.  We will continue discussions with you on this problem.”   We’ve won a skirmish, but the war goes on.  

If you have any questions regarding this healthcare alert, please do not hesitate to contact Scott I. Einiger, Esq. or Stacy Steinberg, Esq. of Abrams, Fensterman et al at (212) 279-9200.
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